
December 23rd, 2018  

Sunday Before Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ  

SUNDAY, 12/23  9:00 am Divine Liturgy (English) for all parishioners 

10:30 am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) in special intention   

MONDAY, 12/24 8:00 am Great and Holy Hours 

10:00 am Vespers with Divine Liturgy of St.Basil the Great  

3:00 pm Great Compline 

4:30 pm Christmas Vigil Divine Liturgy  

TUESDAY, 12/25  Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

10:00 am Divine Liturgy for all parishioners 

WEDNESDAY, 12/26  Synaxis of the Mother of God  

8:30 am Divine Liturgy  

THURSDAY, 12/27 St. Stephen the First Martyr and Archdeacon 

8:30 am Divine Liturgy  

FRIDAY, 12/28 No Divine Liturgy  

SATURDAY, 12/29    3:00 pm Vespers 

4:00 pm Divine Liturgy  

SUNDAY, 12/30       9:00 am Divine Liturgy (English) for all parishioners 

10:30 am Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) in special intention    

Announcements  

1-Mothers in Prayer 

On December 29th will be the next prayer meeting of 

Mothers in Prayer. The meeting will be after evening 

Divine Liturgy on Saturday. 

CHRISTMAS PASTORAL OF THE UKRAINIAN 

CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A. 

Christ is Born! 

“Today Christ is Born of the Virgin in Bethlehem. 

Today, the eternal One has a beginning, today the Word 

becomes incarnated. All the heavenly powers rejoice, 

and all who dwell on earth are happy.  The magi offer 

the gift to the Master, the shepherds proclaim the 

marvel; and we cry aloud unceasingly: Glory to God in 

the highest and on earth, peace and good will to all.”   

Stichera at the Praises, Matins of the Nativity of Our Lord. 

The liturgical texts of the Nativity of Our Lord often repeat a word “Today” and call everyone 

to respond to God’s invitation. Emmanuel – God with us came to the world over two thousand 

years ago and was greeted with marvel by shepherds and magi offering him homage and gifts. 

If we want that joy of Christmas to invade our lives, we must do what the shepherds did so 

long ago. We must come to our parish churches and bow before the newborn King. Hope is 

available but only to those who will humble themselves and bow in faith before the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

We often think about Jesus Christ each year in the Christmas season.  We are deeply touched 

by the beauty of the nativity scene, and 

resolve to know Christ personally, follow 

Jesus in our daily lives and be with Him.  But, 

then the Christmas season passes and the 

pressures of a new year lead us away from the 

manger. There is great danger in coming near 

to Christ but never making a commitment. 

Sooner or later, we must make a personal 

commitment that Jesus Christ will be our 

Lord and Savior. Every time we put it off, it becomes harder the next time. 

May God give us, the grace to make room in our hearts for Jesus Christ! The angel said, “For 

unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior.” “Unto you.” “For you.” He came for 

us! This is where Christmas becomes intensely personal. It’s not enough to say abstractly that 

we believe Christ came. Many people say that and are still lost in their search for the living 

God. It’s not enough to say that Christ came for someone else. We can never be saved until 

we say, “Christ came for me. He died for me. He rose from the dead for me.”  Two thousand 

years ago God sent a gift wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Jesus is God’s 

Christmas gift to us. But we will never experience Christmas joy until we personally receive 

God’s gift—the Lord Jesus Christ. There is left to each of us a choice. What will we do with 

the Christ-child this Christmas? Will we run to meet him and make him welcome in our 

hearts? Will we sing with the angels or will we be too busy to go to see the babe in the manger? 

Will we open our hearts and our homes to Jesus? 

Today, let us come and welcome Emmanuel – God with Us.  Let us with joy welcome Christ 

among us!  The beauty of this personal encounter with the living God will call us to share this 

“Good News” with others.  This is the same message the shepherds received from the angels. 

If we want to experience the real joy that Jesus wants for us, then we must learn to share! By 

sharing what God has so generously given to us, we will receive an even greater gift – the gift 

of joy.  This is the true joy.  It is found in a Person – in Jesus Christ our Savior. This joy flows 

out of a relationship with the One who never changes, the One who never lets us down, the 

one who never leaves us or forsakes us – the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

On this Christmas day, let us come to our churches and personally encounter this great 

joy.  Let us experience the life-giving Christ.  Then, with the deep personal conviction we will 

be able to share this “Good News” with those whom we encounter in our daily lives, and say 

to one another “God is among us”! 

Christ is Born! 

 THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY                     

Sunday collections for the weekend of 12/16/18, including envelope offerings - $1091, donations - 

$277, candles - $40 

Weekly budget: $1250, Income $1408 

 

Upcoming Events  
in Parish & Eparchy 

 
Dec.25th – Nativity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ 
Dec.27th-Jan. 3rd –Youth 
pilgrimage and retreats (18-35) to 
Tranfiguration monastery in 
California. 
Jan..1st – The Circumcision of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Confession 

Confession is available before or after Divine 

Liturgy. In any other case please contact 

pastor. 

Confession is recommended as a regular 

monthly practice. The graces received from 

confession are an excellent way to help us 

become closer to Jesus.  



Protection of the Mother of God 

Ukrainian Catholic Church 

Byzantine Rite 

2880 Highway 138 NE 

Conyers, GA 30013 

 

Father Volodymyr Petrytsya 

 

Parish office phone 770-760-1111 

Emergency phone 224-400-0558 

Email: motherofgodch@aol.com 

www.motherofgodatlanta.com 

 

Confession before or after Divine Liturgy. 

Confession is recommended as a regular monthly practice. The graces received from confession 

are an excellent way to help us become closer to Jesus. 

 

THE CHURCH WAS A MOTHER TO YOU IN LIFE, PROVIDING FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS; 

PLEASE REMEMBE YOUR PARISH AND  THE EPARCHY OF SAINT JOSAPHAT IN PARMA IN 

YOUR LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT. 
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